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The title compound, C 15 H 10 ClNO 4 , belongs to the class of 1,2diketones, which have important applications in both synthetic organic chemistry and supramolecular chemistry. A dihedral angle of 9.03 (1) is found between the mean planes of the two benzene rings. C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions help to stabilize the crystal structure.
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For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Barnes & Gist (1950) . For applications of the title compound, see: Saalfrank et al. (1988) ; Schobert (1988) ; van Leusen & van Leusen (1977 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Data collection
Bruker SMART 4K CCD area-detector diffractometer 2408 independent reflections 
